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Students from Brethren Middle Schoal's Summer Adventure course prepare fo take the fishing training they received in
class to the waters of Porlage Lake Menday.

Getting kids outdoors

Course educates youngsters about the outdoors

By GUY ELLIS
Stalf Beportes

ONEEAMA — Monday morning
the sun rose bright, the sky clear blus
over Poriage Lake They weren't the
best fishing conditions, but it mattered
little to & group of 14 Summer
Adveniure students from Brethren
Middle School who gathered on the
municipal dock to board thres fishing
boats for a fishing trip on the lake.

They wanted fo test what they'd
learned during five weeks of classes
on the outdoor arts, in this case fish-
ing

The course is offered by the Ealeva
Norman Dickson school district end
supported by a 21st Century Learning
Center Grant with additlonal support
and technical assistance from the
Little Manistee River Watershed
Conssrvation Council,

“The course has covered cutdoor
subjects like fishing rules and reguls-
thon given by a DNE officer, pond

exploration, spinner and crawler har
nese making and fish identification,
eeid Amand: Bultemsz, after-school
and summer program coordinaior
“We've had great support from the
community Gordon Parks of Andy's
Tackle Box in Brethren went out and
caught fish and froze them for the
identification portion of the course
It's just overwhelming the support we
E=t.”

The boats used to fish Monday
morning were provided by experi-
enced fishermen, Dan Delman of
Irons, Eric Harrls of Kalevs and Brent
Benson of Haleva, who is & fishing
guide

The Little Manistee Watershed
Conservation Council works to main-
t2in water gquality in the Little
Manistee River but it has a much
broader agends when it comes to edu-
cating vouth.

“Though we are a little river aszo-
ciation we promote’ fishing every-
where, especially amang the youth,®

gald Marion Belding. board member
“Operztion Fish at Michigan State,
which [ attended, is a course which
trains people to go back into the com-
munity and teach kids to flsh.”

She said she finds the community
here is Very receptive o supporting
fishing programs.

“We didn't caich anything™ said
Jesse Ketchum of Kaleva, “But we got
& few bites and had a pood time ™

"It was really cool,” sald Jessica
Monnot of Mznistee. “It wasnt like
normel fishing. [ caught 2 sunfish_ and
our boat caught lots of smell perch
and pike that waz just a Litle too
small.”

Belding reported that while taking
the Operation Fish course at Michigan
Sizte she was informed that on aver-
age nationally, kids only spend 10 min-
utes a day outdoors. She hopes that
programs like this will help to reverse
trend in youth by developing
ferest in the outdoors.

in




COLLEGE OF
AGRICULTURE AND
NATURAL RESOURCES

N EWS

MICHIGAN STATE
LM E Y E "'-.'T'r

EXTENSION

Agricufiurz and Matura] Resowncas
Boucation and Commumicafion Systams

ANR Communications
4/20/00 10 Agricitturs Hall
East Lantsing, Michican 46824-1038

GERMDER MOUNTAIN WILL PLEDGE
SAIES PROFITS TO PROJECT FISH

EREST LANSING, Mich.

Phone: 517 432-1355

Fac 517 3551

E-snail: amcomBmers mey ady
Welr waw annoom, mey ed

o
dd

Contact: Bob Neumann

== Gander Mountain stores in Michigan will

Pledge 10 percent of their profits made from 5 to 9 P-m. June 1 to

Michigan State Universitv's Project Friends Inwvolwed in Sportfishing

Heritage (Project FISH).

Currently, Gander Mountain is donating $5 from each sale of Bobber

the Gander Dog -- a 12-inch stuffed animal that resembles a Labrador

retriever —— to the project.

Gander Mountain stores are in Lansing, Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids,

Flint, Sterling Heights,

Mark Stephens, MSU
the monev will be placed

.. T - - N iy
zc far has reached more than 12,000

".‘]‘

Wildlife.

Trost .

in an endowed fund to sustain the program,

It was begun in 1998 with support from

tica, Pontiac and Taylor.

Extension Project FISH program coordinator, says

which

youngsters and has 200 trained adults

U Department of Fisheries and

the Great Lakes Fishery

The purpose of the project is to introduce youngsters and teen—

agers to Michigan's fishing rescurces and it=s historwv

to fish in the Great Lakes and on inland waters, program participants are

taught how to make and use fishing tackle (wet and dry) .

They are al=so

introduced te envircmmentzl practices that sustain the sports fishery.
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Page Two —- Project FISH ANR Communications

"Most kids don't realize that fishing is a wholesome pastime that
gets them out—of-doors to enjoy cne of Michigan's great natural
resources,” Stephens says. “Even if they don't catch a fish, being
outdoors in a peaceful atmosphere can do wonders, and a lot of kids --
and adults -— have no idea how beneficial that can be.”™

The program continues to lock for adults or organizations
interested in mentoring young pecple in the project.

"HWHe are basically looking for felks whoe have an interest in the
environment, like the cut-of-deoors and want it to be managed wisely in
future years, and the way to do that is to teach kids how to appreciate
the resource,™ Stephens says.

Adults interested in the project need not be anglers but be willing
te learn about and explore Michigan’s fishing resource —- from smelt
dipping to salmon fishing -- with kids.

0f course, the project would be delighted to attract experienced
anglers who want to pass their knowledge and skills on to a group of
youngsters.

“That would be ideal, but those persons are not too plentiful,*
Stephens says. “If somtone, a school or a commnity organization —-
Lions Club, Jaycees, Boy Scouts, Campfire Girls -- deesn’'t have the
skills but wants te join Project FISE, we'll provide the training and
help garner the supplies and contacts to get started.™

More information about Project FISH can be obtained from Stephens
by writing to him at 13 Natural Resources Building, MSU, East Lansing, MI
48824, accessing the Internet at <www.projectfish.org> or calling
517-432-2700.
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?ro:\ZCt F.I.S, H.
Workshop

Wittenbach AgriScience & Environmental
Center and Wege Natural Area.
11715 Vergennes
Lowell, Michigan

March 6th, 8th, 13th, 15th
5:30 to 8:30 pm each night

Project FISH (Friends Involved in Sportfishing Heritage) invites teachers, educators and volunteers to four
evenings of:

“Sportfishing and Aquatic Resource Education.”

Coordinated by Michigan State University’s, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, Project FISH has
partnered with schools, agencies, sportsman organizations and communities throughout Michigan to educate
young people about our natural resources through “FISHING.”

Attending this workshop will provide you with materials and partnerships to assist you in developing hands-
on outdoor community education. This workshop will offer activities in Aquatic Ecology, Tackle Crafting,
People and Fish Management and actual Angling Skills. “All activities are designed to the Michigan MEAP
& DOE Frameworks.” Participants will come away with activities, equipment, even a fishing rod & reel
and an awesome curriculum/activity guide. Workshop is partially funded through a grant from the Great
Lakes Fishery Trust. A light dinner will be provided.

Cost for the Workshop is only $50.00

*And may be partially covered with Eisenhower dollars

For registration information contact Mark Stephens 517-432-2700; steph143@msu.edu
or Tammy DeBaar 616-987-1002. Registration Deadline is February 28th, 2001. Early
registration will insure your participation, as space is limited.



Project F.1.S.H. Workshop Registration

Lowell Michigan
The workshop will begin at 5:30 pm each of the days, and will conclude at 8:30 pm

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Must be received on or before February 28th, 2001

NAME MALE OR FEMALE
STREET ADDRESS APT#
CITY STATE ZIP
COUNTY

ORGANIZATION AFFILIATION

PHONE (HM) (WK)

EMAIL

Special Needs

I you require any special arrangements for the workshop please state those needs below:

I would like to purchase an embroidered:
100% Cotton T -Shirt $12.00 (size)
Hat Beige w/dk green bill $12.00

BOTH Extra $24.00

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $ .00 . This includes the registration fees and ha/ t-shirt
costs.

*additional clothing items will be available for purchase at the workshop.

Refund and Cancellation Policy: $20.00 of the $50.00 registration fee is non-refundable under any
circumstances and cancellations after March 1°%, 2001 will receive no refund.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS CONTACT MARK STEPHENS AT: steph143@msu.edu or 517-432-2700.

RETURN THIS FORM WITH CHECK OR MONEY ORDER BY February 28th, 2001 TO:

MARK STEPHENS
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
NATURAL RESOURCES BLDG. RM. 13

EAST LANSING, MI 48824



PROJECT FISH COMES TO LOWELL (WEST CENTRAL), MICHIGAN

There is a lot to be learned in a weekend training session. Project FISH (Friends Involved in Sportfishing
Heritage) will be in the west central Michigan (Lowell) on March 6™, 8" 13™ 15" to educate interested
teachers and volunteers on the fine art of fishing and the importance of caring for Michigan’s vital aquatic
resources. Each training session will have the same theme “Let’s get kids to care for our aquatic resources by
learning to fish”.

Project FISH is a mentor based community supported program that will involve many partners including
schools, 4-H, sportfishing organizations, and mentoring groups within the community. Project FISH is a
Michigan State University, Department of Fisheries & Wildlife education program in cooperation with the
Great Lakes Fishery Trust, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Michigan State University
Extension and Michigan United Conservation Clubs. Our goal in Michigan communities is to educate
interested teachers and volunteers with our very exciting and hands on activities and lessons and leave them
with the materials and resources to get kids excited about fishing. Here are the main components of Project
FISH:

Michigan Aquatic Ecology: Learn about the things that make our aquatic ecosystems tick by using some
very interesting activities involving our Great Lakes watersheds, invertebrates and neat sampling
experiments designed to get you INVOLVED. Participants will be given many education materials for use in
their programs. Additional resources and contacts will be given to teachers for follow up and continued
support.

People and Fish: “How many fish are in that pond and what effect do | have on them?” These are the types
of questions that will come up in this fish management and ethics session. What is the difference between an
ethic and a regulation? You’ll learn this as well as come up with your own code of ethics. You may learn
more about a person by exploring their tackle box. Find out about Great Lakes issues and human
involvement, like commercial vs. sportfishing, allocation and game laws. You may even say “hmm” a few
times. Catch a fish, put it on your shirt, permanently!

Tackle Crafting: This session will get you making the equipment you can use to catch fish. You will use
what you learned in aquatic ecology to reproduce an artificial tool for your attempt at catching fish. Fly
tying, jig making, snelling hooks and creating worm/crawler harness are only a few ingredients of this part of
Project FISH. Each participant will be given the materials for making fishing baits and the knowledge to
make these and other look-alikes. In addition, resources for expertise and partners will be given to all
participants. This class is a lot of fun.

Angling Skills: This class is the bread and butter. How do I use this fishing pole? Pop can casting and basic
skills will lead to proficiency with a variety of rod and reel types. Learn how to catch bass in your backyard
and receive the game to teach you and your youth. You will also find the sources of materials to get kids
actively involved with fishing, and they can do it in their own backyard. Take home a fishing rod for
inspiration and a learning/teaching tool.

During your Project FISH training, you will be introduced to a variety of individuals and organizations in
your area to call on for assistance and expertise. Don’t miss this chance to become involved in introducing
this education style to your community. “IT’S FOR THE KIDS”!
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Study: Fishing a lost art among kids

By ERIC SHARP
Knliphe Riddder Newspapers

LANSING, Mich, — While
manutacturers spend billisns on
advertising nimed al selling ded-
icated anglers everylhing from
sunglasses to boats, others are
concemed abowt a disterbing
trenl

Fewer peaple are fshing, and
the drop-oll is particularly no-
teable among children,

[t's not that they don't wani to
fish. 1t's largely a product of ur-
banizalion, which hes concen-
fraled a oneeruml population
in and arcurd ciljes,

Significant  soclel  changes
have had a bearing on ungling
numbers, Far morne childeen are
i single-parent homes, often
with & parent with no angling

background, Development baos
elfectively cut off access 1o
many lakes and civers, And with
a0 many other foome of enler
inment, Uere's less incentive
for children 1o seek outdoor ae-
tivities,

Enter Project Fish, The Michi-

an State Unlversity Extension
ervice program alms to intro-
duce chibdren to fshing and,
mers  important, tosch adulis
how 1o teach kids to lsh,

‘Lock at.our sutdoor chibs,”
sald Mark Stephens, who heads
Project Fish, “What's the avemge
age of the club membess? Fifiy-
gia? One of my goals s 10 have
the clubs set (hings wp so that
when Lhe parents are at (e
club, there are things for the
childsen 1o do here, (oo, Unless
we peEt mare young peaple into
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die,”

Gander |, Mountain  outdose
slores are supporting  Project
Fish and have hosted children's
angling education and lackle-
making sessione,

they are going (o
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Erant, but that ends this year,
The grovp is trying 1o build 4
E2.5-millien endowmnent 1o keep
the training programs  going,
Onee (hat is achieved, an en-
dowment will be creaied fop
shooling-sporis programe,

While Project Fish has put a
Int of effort into reaching disad-
vantaged inner-city  ehildren,
“We got a real suprise o find
that a Lot of the really prosper-
ous kids are in e same boat,"”
Stephens said,

"We're sending an intern 1o
teach o Project Fish cocrse this
summer af & camp thist's almist
exclusively [ur kids from ___.._E_EH
suburbe in Oakland County,

[l of these kids Hve on lzkes,
but they know almost nothing
abidt what lives in the Inkes, or
by 1o fish,

“Bul whien you think absoul i,
EVEN H__.Em_. their parenis are
wedlthy, those parents mostly
Bréiw up as city kids, so they
dan’t know anyiling shour fish-
ing  either, They wock long
hours, and when they made
enmaugh money o meve inio s
nice home on a lake, i was all
niw to dhem.”

B, he added, more is
needed: "We need to stard a
mentonng program o adulis
wihio will take kids [ishing"
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Tanicel Arnold, 6, of Pontiac shows the bass she caught to Gary Williams, an outreach
program eoordinator at the Michigan State University Extension. Williams taught
children how to bait hooks and remove the fizh they caught Wedneszday at Pocket Park at
the Michigan State Fairgrounds. Tanicel’s bass was released back into the pond.
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